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Transforming the legal rights into practice may take
generations as far as the masses are concerned. But it would
be rash to say that it will necessarily take a long time. Social
changes are developing with such rapidity in the forcing-
house atmosphere of independence that anything might
happen. There is certainly no lack of confidence that
it will be achieved within a few years, The magic pass-
words, " Now that we are free," is used in relation to the
emancipation of women just as it used about everything
else in India to-day; as a sort of talisman and pledge
that miracles will be wrought at once, and the impossible
in a slightly longer time, to bowdlerise one of the war-time
cliches.
So far, no one has told me that the subordinate position
of women in the Indian social structure has been entirely
due to the British. Perhaps no one has thought of that
alibi yet; or my Indian friends do me the credit of knowing
enough about the history of their country to be inclined
to choke if I tried to swallow that story. Of course I have
been assured with all solemnity that the abuses of the
system would have been removed long ago if it had not been
for the dead hand of alien rule. It has also been suggested
that the caste system has retained its vigour down through
the years because of indirect support from the British Raj.
It would not particularly surprise me to hear an Indian
proclaim tl^at the British invented the caste system and
fastened it upon the unfortunate Indians as a means of
sustaining their suzerainty.
This habit of explaining away all shortcomings by
reference back to recent history, and ignoring difficulties
ahead because of the transfer of sovereignty, may prove
an expensive luxury if persisted in. Women, at all events,
would be wise not to base their calculations too much
upon those twin errors. At the moment, they are supremely
confident because they have the support of many of the
leading politicians ; they are fired by the enthuiasm of